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to the ancient monuments of the nation's history and literature,
unfolding to them at the same time the principles of human duty
and of government. This was the work of his life. His disciples,
first and last, amounted, it is said, to three thousand; and among
them there were between seventy and eighty whom he highly
valued, and praised as " scholars of extraordinary ability." From
the time that he thus comes before us on the stage of public-
life, and especially during the long period of wandering among
different states that subsequently befell him, he always appears*
attended by companies of his disciples. These must*have sup-
ported him. In his earlier school he received all who came
to him for instruction, and did not refuse^ the smallest fee ; but
he required from all an ardent desire for improvement and
a good measure of capacity. It Is difficult for us, however, to
understand this feature of his course: how, while dependent
on the sympathy and support of his followers, he yet maintained
among them the most entire authority and independence. When
Mencius, who is styled "a secondary Sage," came after him, about
a century and a half later, and went about the country in the-
same way, enforcing the lessons of "the Master," he accepted*
the gifts of different princes to an extent that startled even his
disciples. But Confucius never did so. He would not demean
himself to receive help from a ruler whom he disapproved, and
who would not carry out his principles in the government of his*
people. Confucius must have been supported by the free-will
contributions of his disciples. This point in the study of his
course has often suggested to me the passage in the Gospel of
Luke where it says (chap. viii. 1-3) that Jesus "went about
through cities and villages, preaching the good tidings of the
kingdom of God, and with Him the twelve and certain women>
that had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities : Mary Mag-
dalene and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and
Susanna, and many others, which ministered to them of their
substance/'

A noble by descent, and soon widely known for his attainments,
Confucius might have expected to be called to a position in the
government of the State. But the time was one of great corrup-
tion and disorder. The general government of the kingdom was>
feeble, and every feudal state was torn by contentions between
its ruler and the Heads of the clans in it, as well as by collisions
between those clans themselves. It was not till he was over
fifty that Confucius was made governor of one of the towns of
LtL. There his administration was so successful that he was
soon raised to higher dignities, and at last became Minister of
Crime for the whole State. " He strengthened," we are toldr